Replacement costs of cold storage equipment for medical products of public healthcare establishments of European Union countries.
This study presents a quantification of the financial needs to maintain the stock of cold equipment for the preservation of medical products in public health care establishments of European Union (EU) countries. The conditions that must be guaranteed, the types of equipment used, the installed capacity, the total annual financial needs and the estimate of its evolution in the near future are addressed. A field survey involving Portuguese establishments of various types and dimensions was performed in order to assess the currently installed volume by type of equipment. Through an analysis based on possible scenarios and using a methodology considered adequate, the financial needs to maintain such equipment in operation was estimated for Portugal, for each EU country and for the EU as a whole. The economic value of these amounts in 2017 and following years was obtained assuming the average price of each type of equipment and considering an expected evolution of its value.